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 The Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for Geography 100 (World Regional 
Geography) are as follows: 
 
 A. Exhibit geographic literacy by using discipline-specific terminology and by 
      analyzing assorted maps, charts, and graphs. 
 B. Evaluate environmental policies of various governments and world organizations. 
 C. Analyze global diversity in both the political and physical realms. 
 D. Assess the relationship between natural resources and a region’s cultural and 
      economic development.  
 
 A survey consisting of six questions was given during the first week of instruction; the 
same questionnaire was administered the last week of class. Strongly agree, agree, disagree, and 
strongly disagree were the available responses for each statement. There was no neutral/don’t 
know option. Students were reassured that there were no “right” or “wrong” answers and that the 
survey had no impact on their final course grades. A copy of the questionnaire can be found at 
the end of this document. 
 
 There was some overlap between the survey questions and the official SLOs. Basically, 
survey questions 1 (map reading), 4 (physical factors), and 5 (terms) addressed SLO A 
(terminology and maps). Question 6 (environmental issues) dealt with SLO B (environmental 
policies); questions 2 (physical and cultural landscape), 3 (cultural traits), and 4 (physical 
factors) were asked to assess SLO C (political and physical diversity). Questions 2 (physical and 
cultural landscapes) and 6 (environmental issues) applied to SLO D (resources and economic 
development). 
 
 The pre-class and post-class results are shown in Figures 1 through 12. In all cases, there 
was a dramatic shift from those in the disagree/strongly disagree (lacking competence) 
categories at the beginning of the semester to those in the agree/strongly agree categories at the 
completion of the course. 
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Figure 1 – Pre-class results for Question 1 (map reading). A little over half the students felt 
competent (answered agree/strongly agree). Total responses = 38 in all pre-class surveys. 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 2 – Post-class results for Question 1 (map reading). Over 90% agreed/strongly agreed 
with the statement upon completion of the course. Total responses = 31 in all post-class surveys. 
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Figure 3 – Pre-class results for Question 2 (physical and cultural landscape). Nearly two-thirds of 
the students felt inexperienced with this topic (selected disagree/strongly disagree).  
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 4 – Post-class results for Question 2 (physical and cultural landscape). Three-quarters of 
the respondents were proficient (agreed or strongly agreed with the question); contrast this with 
Figure 3. 
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Figure 5 – Pre-class results for Question 3 (cultural traits). The results were fifty-fifty (half 
agreed/strongly agreed; half disagreed/strongly disagreed).  
 

 
 
Figure 6 – Post-class results for Question 3 (cultural traits). Approximately 97% felt well-
informed after completing the course (marked agree/strongly agree on the questionnaire). None 
of those surveyed selected strongly disagree. 
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Figure 7 – Pre-class results for Question 4 (physical factors). Over three-quarters expressed 
inexperience (disagreed or strongly disagreed with the statement) regarding this earth science 
based topic. 
 

 
 
Figure 8 – Post-class results for Question 4 (physical factors). About 80% considered themselves 
proficient (agreed or strongly agreed); this is a complete turnaround from the pre-class results 
(see Figure 7). 
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Figure 9 – Pre-class results for Question 5 (terms). Nearly 95% of the students disagreed/ 
strongly disagreed with coming into the class with an understanding of geographic-specific 
terminology. 
 

 
 
Figure 10 – Post-class results for Question 5 (terms). Slightly less than 10% disagreed with 
having mastered the terminology; 90% agreed/strongly agreed with having done so. 
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Figure 11 – Pre-class results for Question 6 (environmental issues). Nearly 65% entered the class 
with an awareness of environmental problems and concerns (answered agree/strongly agree). 
 

 
 
Figure 12 – Post-class results for Question 6 (environmental issues). Only 13% selected disagree 
(none chose strongly disagree) for being mindful of environmental issues.  
 
 

Question 6 -- Pre-Class 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 

Question 6 -- Post-class 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



8 

 

GEOG 100 
World Regional Geography 
S. Hannes      ____________________________________ 
               NAME 
Read each of the following statements and circle the number of the response that most applies to you. 
Remember that this is not an exam; there are no right or wrong answers. This survey has no impact on 
your final course grade. 
 
       1. When I see the world headline news on-line or on TV, I can immediately point out where the 
 event occurred on a world map. 
  
 1  =  strongly agree   2  = agree              3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
 
       2. If I am shown a photo, I can make a pretty good guess of where it was taken. Just by looking at 
 the picture, I can describe the place’s climate, vegetation, landforms, and, if there are people 
 shown, the probable language, religion, and occupations of these people. 
 
 1  =  strongly agree       2  =  agree          3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
 
       3. I have a pretty good understanding of cultural traits such as a people’s language, religion, and 
 ethnicity. When I hear about tension and conflict caused by such factors as religion, including 
 that between Judaism and Islam in Southwest Asia, Hinduism and social  equality in India, and 
 Protestants and Catholics in Northern Ireland, it all makes sense to me. 
 
 1  =  strongly agree   2  =  agree          3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
 
       4. I have a very good “mental map” of the plate boundaries (plate tectonics) of the world so I can 
 expect a greater chance of the occurrence of geologic hazards such as earthquakes and volcanic 
 eruptions along these plate boundaries. I also have a very good  “mental map” of the climates of 
 the world so I can describe the natural vegetation (forests, deserts, etc.) and human activities 
 (e.g., agriculture) associated with each climate region. 
 
 1  =  strongly agree   2  =  agree          3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
 
       5. I can define most of the following terms: primary economic activity, tundra, intermodal 
 transportation system, nation-state, primate city, balkanization, kolkhoz, podzol, interior 
 drainage, marsupial, orographic precipitation, tierra templada, push and pull factors, minifundia, 
 selva, fazenda, vector, syncretism, apartheid, erg, qanat, wet monsoon, polytheistic, compact 
 state, caldera, copra, loess, and yurt. 
 
 1  =  strongly agree   2  =  agree          3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
 
       6. I have a good understanding of the physical and political factors involved concerning 
 environmental issues (e.g., global warming and mineral resource extraction such as drilling for 
 oil).  
 
 1  =  strongly agree   2  =  agree          3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
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